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JAPHETH TAAH ASIEDU-KWARTENG (He/Him/His) 
https://japhethglobal.com/ || jta.kwarteng@gmail.com || @japheth_global (IG) 

             
 
EXHIBITION 
 

SOLO 
2022 
Teacher Madam. University Galleries, Illinois State University, Normal, IL. 
J. C. H. J. (MFA Thesis Exhibition). University Galleries, Illinois State University, Normal, IL. 
Behind The Screen. Rachel Cooper Gallery, Illinois State University, Normal, IL. 

2020                   
Melodies of My Heritage. PH Gallery, West Fork, Arkansas. 
 

GROUP 

2022  
SoAD Faculty Exhibition. VABL Gallery, Edinburg, TX 

SoAD Faculty Exhibition. Charlas and Dorothy Clark Gallery, Edinburg, TX 

3rd Annual Open Theme Exhibition, The In Art Gallery  
https://theinartgallery.com/kwarteng1  

NCECA Annual – Belonging. Crocker Art Museum, Sacramento, CA.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i64-9-gX75c  

NCECA Multicultural Fellowship Exhibition. Blue Line Arts, Roseville, CA. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=igCZ8Ols-G8&t=208s  
https://www.bluelinearts.org/nceca-2022-exhibitions  
https://www.bluelinearts.org/product/japheth-asiedu-kwarteng-i-miss-you-dada  

Making Mud Matter. Student Art Gallery, Central Illinois Regional Airport, Bloomington, IL. 
The Medium is The Message - The African Diaspora Story (The Touring Version). Grizzly Grizzly, Philadelphia, PA. 
The Medium is The Message - The African Diaspora Story (The Touring Version). Community Education Building, Wilmington, 
Delaware. 
Untitled. Chuck Owens’ residence, Sacramento, California. 

 
2021                   
The Medium is The Message - The African Diaspora Story. Taylor Hall Gallery, University of Delaware, Newark DE. 
Biafarin Awards – 2021 https://www.biafarin.com/p/ba2021.html?TP=artist&name=japheth-asiedu-kwarteng  
NCECA Annual – Social Recession, Weston Art Gallery, Cincinnati, OH 
NCECA Multicultural Fellowship Exhibition, DAAP Galleries, Cincinnati, OH 
MFA Biennial, University Galleries, Illinois State University, Normal.  
Diversia: Earth (Online exhibition by Exhibizone) 
Longing. Student Art Gallery, Central Illinois Regional Airport, Bloomington, IL. 

2019                   
Freshmen Graduate Exhibition, Transpace, Wonsook Kim School of Art, Illinois State University, Normal.                    
AHOↃDEN!, Jamestown Café, Accra, Ghana 

 

https://japhethglobal.com/
mailto:jta.kwarteng@gmail.com
https://theinartgallery.com/kwarteng1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i64-9-gX75c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=igCZ8Ols-G8&t=208s
https://www.bluelinearts.org/nceca-2022-exhibitions
https://www.bluelinearts.org/product/japheth-asiedu-kwarteng-i-miss-you-dada
https://www.biafarin.com/p/ba2021.html?TP=artist&name=japheth-asiedu-kwarteng
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2011 - 2018                    
College of Art and Built Environment Exhibition, Royal Parade Ground, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, 
Kumasi, Ghana. 
Department of Industrial Art Exhibition and Fashion Show, Great Hall Foyer, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and 
Technology, Kumasi, Ghana. 
Exhibition and Fashion Show, Great Hall Foyer, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, Kumasi, Ghana 
Faculty of Art Exhibition, Great Hall Foyer, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, Kumasi, Ghana 
Christmas Bazaar, Ceramics Section, Department of Industrial Art, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, 
Kumasi, Ghana           
Department of Industrial Art Exhibition and Fashion Show, Great Hall Foyer, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and 
Technology, Kumasi, Ghana 
Christmas Bazaar, Ceramics Section, Department of Industrial Art, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, 
Kumasi, Ghana 
Christmas Bazaar, Ceramics Section, Department of Industrial Art, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, 
Kumasi, Ghana 
Christmas Bazaar, Ceramics Section, Department of Industrial Art, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, 
Kumasi, Ghana 
Christmas Bazaar, Ceramics Section, Department of Industrial Art, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, 
Kumasi, Ghana 
Christmas Bazaar, Ceramics Section, Department of Industrial Art, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, 
Kumasi, Ghana 
Christmas Bazaar, Ceramics Section, Department of Industrial Art, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, 
Kumasi, Ghana 
 
PUBLIC/PRIVATE COLLECTION 
 
How Do I Stay in Balance I, 2021. University Galleries, Illinois State University, Normal, IL 
How Do I Stay in Balance II, 2021. University Galleries, Illinois State University, Normal, IL 
I Miss You Dada, 2021. Marilyn Loesberg, Rancho Mirage, California. Marilyn is a Board Member of the Palm Springs 
Museum, California  
Oh, 2021. David and Diane Waldman, Rancho Mirage, California. 
Picking the Pieces Together, 2020. Ruth Harf, of Ruth Harf Associates, Manhattan, New York.  
 
CONFERENCES/WORKSHOP/LECTURE 
 
Upcoming Presentation and Lecture 
Presenter, Ghana-America Exchange: Access to Materials and Technology. Current, NCECA 2023 Conference. 
Presenter, Exploring Cultures: Clay Cooking Vessels. Current, NCECA 2023 Conference. 
Presenter, Holding Space: Bridging Fiber Arts and Racial Identity. Organized by Surface Design Association in partnership with 
National Museum of Women in the Arts. December 2022. 

2022 
Presenter, #LetsPlay – Obsidian’s Playground Issue Launch. Organized by Obsidian: Literature & Arts in the African Diaspora. 
October 7, 2022. 
Speaker, Represent Your School. Organized by EducationUSA, Ghana in collaboration with Ace Consult. 
Speaker (Valedictorian), Commencement Ceremony, Illinois State University 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmQDIyHm-2k  
Speaker, Multicultural Fellowship Exhibition reception, Blue Line Arts, Roseville, CA. 2022 NCECA Conference. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmQDIyHm-2k
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2021 
Guest Artist, “First Friday”, October 1, The Delaware Contemporary. Artist talk as part of the publicity for the show The 
Medium is The Message- The African Diaspora Story, Taylor Hall Gallery, University of Delaware, Newark DE. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZcUHB5hSYjw&t=4891s  
Visiting Artist, “First Friday”, October 1, The Delaware Contemporary. Throwing demo as part of the publicity for the show, 
The Medium is The Message- The African Diaspora Story, Taylor Hall Gallery – University of Delaware, Newark DE. 
Visiting Artist, Throwing and modelling workshop for ART 290-10: Introduction to Ceramics, University of Delaware, Newark 
DE.      
Presenter, NCECA Conference. Theme: “Ghanaian Ceramics Now: Ahoↄden!”. 
Facilitator, Throwing workshop. The Delaware Contemporary, Wilmington, Delaware. October 30, 2021 

2020 
Co-Facilator, At the Table 2020   
“At The Table” – A series of virtual dinners and facilitated conversations that aim to build community and embrace 
vulnerability during the difficult times in the pandemic.             
Participant, Teaching and Learning Symposium, under the theme “Intentional Technologies: Reclaiming Our Spaces”                        
 
2018                      
Participant, 8th Summer School, under the theme “Improving quality of higher education through effective measurement of 
and evaluation, organized by the Quality Assurance and Planning Unit, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, 
Kumasi 

2014                       
Participant, 4th Summer School 2014, under the theme “advancing science and technology through effective communication, 
organized by the Quality Assurance and Planning Unit, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, Kumasi 

2009                      
Participant, GoGlobal Ghana. A Product Design workshop organized by KNUST and Royal College of Art, UK. 

RESIDENCY 
 
Township10. Blue Ridge, NC. June 3 to July 8, 2022. 
Watershed Center for the Ceramic Arts, Newcastle, ME. July 18 to July 29, 2022. 

PUBLICATIONS 
 
2022 
Contributor, Gender Queer/Genre Queer Playground Special Issue 48.2, Obsidian: Literature & Arts in the African Diaspora  
Asiedu-Kwarteng, Japheth, "Gone With the Soul" (2022). Theses and Dissertations. 1511. 
https://ir.library.illinoisstate.edu/etd/1511 DOI: https://doi.org/10.30707/ETD2022.20220606094358498434.999999  
Educator Handout, 2022 Marshall Dulaney Pitcher Award Winner  
https://galleries.illinoisstate.edu/exhibitions/2022/student-annual-2022/Educator%20Handout.pdf  
Featured Artist, 2022 NCECA Exhibitions catalog. pages. 15, 93. 
Spotlight, Program and Exhibition Guide. Fertile Ground, March 16-19. The 56th NCECA Conference, Sacramento, CA. 
Every And Nothing: The Diary Of One Who Leaves. Sequitur Scholarly Journal, Vol. 8, Issue 1: Aftershock 
https://www.bu.edu/sequitur/2022/01/23/everything-and-nothing-the-diary-of-one-who-leaves/   
 
2021 
Member Artist Spotlight, NCECA eNEWS, Giving Tuesday (November 30, 2021), November 29, 2021 edition 
https://nceca.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/2021-Appeal-Member-Spotlight_Japheth-Asiedu-Kwarteng.pdf  
Member Artist Spotlight, NCECA eNEWS, November 24, 2021 edition 
Exposure: December 2021, Ceramics Monthly  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZcUHB5hSYjw&t=4891s
https://ir.library.illinoisstate.edu/etd/1511
https://doi.org/10.30707/ETD2022.20220606094358498434.999999
https://galleries.illinoisstate.edu/exhibitions/2022/student-annual-2022/Educator%20Handout.pdf
https://www.bu.edu/sequitur/2022/01/23/everything-and-nothing-the-diary-of-one-who-leaves/
https://nceca.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/2021-Appeal-Member-Spotlight_Japheth-Asiedu-Kwarteng.pdf
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https://ceramicartnetwork.org/ceramics-monthly/ceramics-monthly-article/exposure-december-2021#  

Ghanaian Ceramics Now. NCECA Journal, Vol. 41, 2021 
Feature Artist, 2021 NCECA Exhibitions catalog. pages. 10, 100. 
Picking the Pieces Together. Artistonish magazine, February edition  
Sink or Swim, Artistonish magazine, April edition 
 
2020 
Nortey Samuel, Amoanyi Robert, Japheth Asiedu-Kwarteng. Development of Feldspathic Glaze for Pottery Industry Using Seger 
Classification. African Research Review: An International Multidisciplinary Journal, Ethiopia AFRREV Vol. 14 (2), Serial No 58, 
April 2020 

AWARDS/CERTIFICATES/GRANTS 
 
2022 
2022 Marshall Dulaney Pitcher Award, Wonsook Kim School of Art, Illinois State University. 
This award honors outstanding students in the visual arts, in Wonsook Kim School of Art, who demonstrate exceptional 
artistic talent, dedicated studio practice, and academic excellence. 
1st Place Award, 3rd Annual Open Theme Exhibition, The In Art Gallery  
https://theinartgallery.com/kwarteng1 
Zenobia Award. Watershed Center for the Ceramic Arts, Newcastle, ME 
Exhibition Grant, Wonsook Kim School of Art, Illinois State University 
 
2021                     
Friends of The Art Grant, College of Fine Art, Illinois State University 

2020                     
Certificate for Instructional Design for Future Faculty, Summer 2020 Cohort, Center for Teaching, Learning and Technology, 
Illinois State University. 

2002 – 2005 
Best Visual Arts student, Presbyterian Senior High School, Berekum, Ghana. 
 
MEMBERSHIP/FELLOWSHIP 

 
Member, National Council on Education for the Ceramic Arts, NCECA  
Member, International Academy of Ceramics, IAC https://www.aic-iac.org/en/member/japheth-asiedu-kwarteng/   
Member, Artaxis. https://artaxis.org/artist/japheth-asiedu-kwarteng/ 
Member, Student’s Independent League in Ceramic Arts (SILICA), Illinois State University, Normal, Illinois 
Fellow, Lela Winegarner Fellowship 
Fellow, Multicultural Fellowship, NCECA                     
Fellow, Baber Fellowship, College of Fine Art, Illinois State University 

EDUCATION 
 

2022 
M.F.A. Ceramics                        
Illinois State University, Normal, Illinois, USA 
 
2010 
B. A. Industrial Art (Ceramics option)    
Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology (KNUST), Kumasi, Ghana 

https://ceramicartnetwork.org/ceramics-monthly/ceramics-monthly-article/exposure-december-2021
https://theinartgallery.com/kwarteng1
https://www.aic-iac.org/en/member/japheth-asiedu-kwarteng/
https://artaxis.org/artist/japheth-asiedu-kwarteng/
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2005 
Vocational Skills (Visual Art option) 
Presbyterian Secondary School (Presbyterian SHS), Berekum, Ghana 
 
PROFESSIONAL/TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
2022 –  
Lecturer I 
School of Art and Design 
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, Edinburg, Texas 
 
SPRING 2022 
Instructor, ART 228-001: CERAMICS I, Illinois State University, Normal, Illinois. 
This course is designed as an avenue to learn to approach and use clay as a material for creating and exploring forms in space, 
transforming language/ideas/feelings into form and the basic methodology to discover one's potentials and limitations within 
the medium. 

2019 - 2022              
Graduate Teaching Assistant                      
Illinois State University, Illinois, USA 

2021 – 2022 
Vice President, Student’s Independent League in Ceramic Arts (SILICA), Illinois State University, Normal, Illinois 

2021 
• Fall (Illinois State University) 

*Graduate Assistant, Kiln firing, Ceramics area 
*Graduate Assistant, studio facilitator, Ceramics area 
*Graduate Assistant, Glaze Lab, Ceramics area 

Duties: 
o Monitor Lab access and maintain prescribed numbers if necessary 
o Ensure students are following proper safety and cleaning protocols 
o Provide student instruction where needed in consultation with professors Lotz and Stafford 
o Facilitate kiln firings 
o Co-manage glaze lab, mix glazes, stock materials 

 
• Spring (Illinois State University) 

* Ceramics area Graduate Assistant, Kiln firing, Lab Monitor – Albion Stafford 
Duties:  

o Monitor Lab access and maintain prescribed numbers if necessary 
o Ensure students are following proper safety and cleaning protocols 
o Provide student instruction where needed in consultation with professors Lotz and Stafford 
o Maintain studio equipment and general organization/cleaning 
o Load and fire work for all ceramic courses as needed 

 
2020 
• Graduate Teaching Assistant, 3D Fundamentals – Albion Stafford. Tianhuan, China 
• Fall (Illinois State University) 

* Ceramics area Graduate Assistant, Kiln firing – Tyler Lotz 
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* Graduate Assistant, Sculpture Lab monitor – Claire Lieberman 
Duties:  

o Monitor Lab access and maintain prescribed numbers if necessary 
o Ensure students are following proper safety and cleaning protocols 
o Provide student instruction where needed in consultation with professors Lotz and Stafford 
o Maintain studio equipment and general organization/cleaning 
o Load and fire work for all ceramic courses as needed 

 
• Spring (Illinois State University) 

*Graduate Teaching Assistant, Ceramics 1 – 228 Special Topics, Albion Stafford. 
Duties: Assist instructor in teaching 

*Graduate Assistant, Clay Making and Lab Monitor, Tyler Lotz 
Duties: maintain and monitor lab use, mix clay for classes. 

*Graduate Assistant, Sculpture Lab, Laura Primozic George 
Duties: maintain and monitor lab use 

 
2019                                                               
• Fall (Illinois State University) 

*Graduate Teaching Assistant, Ceramics 1, Tyler Lotz  
*Graduate Assistant, Clay Mixing 
*Gallery Assistant, Transpace Gallery, Wonsook Kim School of 
Art                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

2017 - 2019    
Principal Technician                          
Department of Industrial Art, KNUST, Ghana 
 
2011 -  2016                       
Senior Technician                            
Department of Industrial Art, KNUST, Ghana 
Assigned Duties and Responsibilities as a Technician 

• Supervision of junior staff and students  
• Sourcing and processing of raw materials for use by lecturers and students. 
• Research for locally sourced materials for the production of glazes, ceramic bodies, etc. 
• Procurement of tools, materials and equipment for use by students and lecturers 
• Maintenance and repair of decades old studio equipment 
• Record keeping and inventory 
• Overseeing the production of commissioned work, the proceeds of which help support the studio 
• Assist instructors in teaching  

 
2010 - 2011                 

Teaching Assistant, Department of Industrial Art, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, Kumasi, Ghana  

 
2007-2010 
Class President/Secretary, B.A. Industrial Art (Ceramics), Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, Kumasi, 
Ghana 
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2005/6 
Class Teacher, third grade, T-Kwart’s School of Excellence, Berekum, Ghana  
 
SERVICE 

 
2022 
• Member, Student Learning Objective (SLO) committee, School of Art and Design, University of Texas Rio Grande Valley. 
• Wheel Throwing demo and facilitator for Black Cultural Mixer. April 6, 2022 at the Ceramics Area, Wonsook Kim School of 

Art, Illinois State University. Black Cultural Mixer invites Black Artists/Creatives and interested students to an evening of 
fun and making in ceramics. It is an evening to encourage camaraderie and collective discussions around self-expression 
and artistic practice. 

• Studio assistant to Jonathan Cromer (mixed media installation artist) 

2021 
Member, Diversity and Belonging Committee, Wonsook Kim School of Art, Illinois State University. 

2019 
• Studio assistant to Jonathan Cromer (mixed media installation artist and sculptor University of Arkansas) for the 

production a Peacock for NBCUniversal unveiled on January 16, 2020.       
• Designing and construction of 14 cu. ft. gas kiln, Amaniampong Senior High School, Mampong, Ashanti, Ghana. 
• Repair and refurbishment of 20 cu. ft. gas kiln, Armed Forces Senior High School, Kumasi, Ghana 
• Repair and refurbishment of 20 cu. ft. gas incinerator, St. Monica’s Senior High School.   
• Construction of kick wheel, Ceramics Section, Department of Industrial Art, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and 

Technology, Kumasi, Ghana.      

2018/19  
• Wheel Throwing demo and facilitator for Black Cultural Mixer. November 14, 2019 at the Ceramics Area, Wonsook Kim 

School of Art, Illinois State University. Black Cultural Mixer invites Black Artists/Creatives and interested students to an 
evening of fun and making in ceramics. It is an evening to encourage camaraderie and collective discussions around self-
expression and artistic practice. 

• Assisting Fulbright Scholar Jeannie Hulen and Adam Posnak, Ceramics Section, Department of Industrial Art, Kwame 
Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, Kumasi, Ghana.             

 
PUBLIC ART 
 

• Floor Vases, Office of the Vice Chancellor, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, Kumasi, Ghana.   
• Floor Vases Jubilee Mall, Commercial Area, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, Kumasi, Ghana. 
• Mural, Ceramics Section, Department of Industrial Art, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, Kumasi, 

Ghana.   
• Mural, Semanhyia Hotel, Maxima, Ayigya – Kumasi, Ghana. 
• Mural, Cultural Center, Kumasi, Ghana. 

 
 


